
 
 

 

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
6 FEBRUARY 2001 

 
The A.G.M. for Arana Contract Bridge Club Inc. 
was called to order at 9 A.M. with 85 members in 
attendance and 17 apologies received.  With little 
delay the Minutes of the 2000 AGM were 
approved as were the President’s Report, the 
Treasurer’s Report and the Building Committee 
Report, with no business arising. 
The Election of Office Bearers was then started 
with all positions satisfactorily filled.  They are: 
 
President - Bob Dancer 
Vice-President - Daphne Buse 
Secretary - Geoff Gulley 
Treasurer - Jenny Lewis 
 
Other Committee Members: 
Val Acklin 
Gary Lynch 
Barbara Holmes 
Frank Hoult 
Ailsa Smith 
Anne Gulley 
Neil Hamilton 
There were changes to several of the Honorary 
Positions and they are: 
Provedore - Ann Fursman 
Special Events Co-ordinator  - Val Acklin 
Publicity - Liz Marshall 
Historian - Deslie Den Haan 
Stock Controller - Pam Horton 
Congress Convenor - Ernie Harris, Daphne Buse, 
Margaret Dancer and Pam Horton 
 
At this time a special thanks were given to the 
outgoing Committee Members and the many 
volunteers for the good work they had done.  
President Bob made special note of the fact that 

during ex-President Val’s term of office (3 years) 
the club membership had increased by 25%. 
 
General business followed and the meeting was 
closed at 9:45 A.M., followed by Bridge. 
 
ARANA’S OWN CAMBERRA RAIDERS 
 
Jenny Lewis, Jan Rae, Kath Rooney and Liz 
Marshall formed the first Arana team to play in 
the Canberra Summer Festival of Bridge. 
They played in the National Women’s and South 
Pacific Teams. There were three 20 board matches 
a day over a period of 8 days. The competition 
was tough and initial fears of returning to Arana 
without winning any gold points proved 
groundless as they managed to clock up a total of 
12.80 gold points each. A good match was always 
cause for celebration but gloom would descend 
after a bad round. A little book of inspirations 
called “There is more to Life” proved invaluable 
in maintaining morale. 
They enjoyed the company of Beth Douglas and 
other participants from Queensland. A party on 
the last night marked the end of their foray to 
Canberra. It was a time of laughter, funny 
incidents, deepening friendships and yes, hard 
bridge. 

Liz Marshall 
 

NEW HANDICAPING SYSTEM 
 

When checking the results of the last weeks 
playing sessions you would have noticed a new 
format in the results.  This is due to a new 
computer program that the club has purchased.   
This new system bases each players handicap on 
their Masterpoint rating rather than the last 8 
games played at the club.  The breakdown is as 
follows:  Graduate .62; Club .60; Local .58; 
Regional .56; State .54; National .52; and Life .50. 
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For example:  My partner and I are both Regional 
Masters, so for the sake of the handicap weeks our 
handicap is “.56” each. So when Harry shows the 
computer that we were playing together the 
computer calculates out our score basing it on 
“1.12”, OR if a Local member is playing with a 
Club member then the computer will add together 
.58 and .60 and their handicap is 1.18. 
This system is recommended by the ABF as being 
much fairer than the one we previously used, and 
is currently used by 10 countries around the world.  
It has been in use by Toowong, Northern Suburbs 
and the City Club for a while.  
The other change you will notice is that green 
masterpoints for each game are noted as a 
decimal.  This has in fact always been true but the 
old program showed the points as whole numbers.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

To Helen and Richard McLauchlan’s team for 
their decisive win in the “A” Section at the 
Northern Suburbs Swiss Teams event on 28 
January 2001.  Also participating in the teams 
event were: Val Acklin, Betty Willson, Penny 
Barr, Carol Wilson, Val Cran, Margaret Ann 
Weldon and Don and Darlene Smith. 
 

INADVERTENT CALL 
 
Sometimes a response or bid is made that the 
bidder did not intend to make.  For instance, you 
have four good hearts and two worthless 
diamonds.  You make a bid or response of “two 
diamonds”.  As soon as you do so, you realise 
your mistake.  You must immediately call the 
director and explain your mistake.  As long as you 
did not pause or stop to think, you will probably 
be allowed to change the call to the one you had 
intended to make.  So, you can change your call to 
the heart response.   
 
The rules state: 
 
SECTION TWO – CHANGES OF CALLS 
 
Law 25A 
 
“Until his partner makes a call, a player may 
substitute his intended call for an inadvertent 
call but only if he does so, or attempts to do 
so, without pause for thought.  If legal, his last 
call stands without penalty; if illegal, it is 
subject to the applicable law.” 

Don Smith 

 
     ♠    ♥   ♦   ♣ 
 
 

LIBRARY LINES by Ilene Bishop  
Arana Librarian 

 
Whodunnit!? Not the butler, in “The Bridge 
Team Murders”  (B23) by Matthew 
Granovetter.  The story is fiction, but many of 
the hands are real.  They were designed not 
only to entertain and enhance the plot, but to 
help the readers improve their game 
according to Granovetter. 
 
New York City, circa 1989 is the setting for 
the crimes and the emphasis is on the 
strategies of imps – scoring method for most 
team tournaments and some pair events.  
The author is one of the main characters in 
this, the 3rd of a series, a self contained tale.  
The characters are entertaining and the 
hands played by top international bridge 
experts intriguing. 
 
Following are some of the conversations from 
this mystery to give you an idea of the type of 
story in which you can indulge yourself. 
 
“You mean you were playing bridge with the 
deceased the day before he was strangled? 
Well, it wasn’t the day after.”   
 
He: That’s the worst play I have ever seen. 
She:  What do you want me to do? Jump out 
the window. 
He:  How could you make a play like that? 
She:  Okay.  If it will make you happy, I’ll jump 
out the window. 
He: Nothing will make me happy. 
She: Okay. I won’t jump. 
 
“…cause he’s afraid, scared, completely 
intimidated.” 
“True”, I said. “But you can’t blame him after 
two of his teammates are strangled to death.” 
“What are you talking about?” asked Roth 
suddenly. “I’m talking about afraid of his 
opening bid.” 
 
With that I’ll leave you to enjoy the rest.  
 

 

♠    ♥   ♦   ♣ 
 



 3 

Bridge Hand of the Month 
By Philip Adler 

 
Vul: Both 
Dealer - South 
  ♠ 5 3 2 
  ♥J 10 8 
  ♦K 10 6 5  
  ♣A K Q 
 ♠J 10 9 8 6  ♠K 7 
 ♥ 9 7 4 3 2   ♠6 5 
 ♦3  ♦J 9 7 4  
 ♣8 5  ♣9 7 6 4 2 
  ♠A Q 4 
  ♥A K Q 
  ♦A Q 8 2  
  ♣J 10 3 
 
 W  N E S 
    2NT 
 P 6NT P P 
 P  
Opening lead  J♠ 
 
 It is annoying that despite a combined 35 high-
card points, 6NT isn’t a lay down.  Lay a curse on 
duplication! 
 West leads the J♠, East playing the K♠ at trick 
one.  How do you maximise your chances of 
winning twelve tricks? 
 Given the spade lead into your ace-queen 
tenace, you have eleven top tricks; two spades, 
three hearts, three diamonds and three clubs.  If 
you can bring in four diamond tricks, you are 
home.  But there are two ways to play this suit if 
you should run into a 4-1 or 5-0 break. 
 The best play is to duck the first trick or to win 
the first trick with the ♠A, then exit a small spade. 
Let’s suppose that West plays a third spade.  East 
discarding a club.  Now cash three heart tricks, 
noting that East discards another club on the third 
round, and cash two club tricks. 
 What do you know?  That West began with 
five spades, five hearts and at least two clubs.  
That is twelve cards accounted for.  So, West has 
at most one diamond.  Cash dummy’s K♦.  When 
West plays the 3♦, continue with  the 10♦.  After 
East covers with the jack, win with your queen, 
play your last club back to dummy and lead a 
diamond.  You have the A 8♦ over East’s 9 7 ♦.   
 When you have more than one way to tackle a 
suit, leave that suit as late as possible. 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

8/2/2001 
 
Bridge Improves Immune System ! 
 
A US Study widely reported world-wide, and 
quoted in today’s Courier-Mail, found that a 
game of bridge can improve the immune 
system.  Researchers said that the finding 
suggest the game’s reliance on memory, 
initiative and forward planning stimulate the 
brain  and boost the immune system. 
 
Those with experience of other card games, 
who wish to improve both their enjoyment and 
their immune system, can enrol in the Arana 
Contract bridge Club’s bridge course for 
beginners starting on 27th and 28th February.   
 
For course details ring 3353 2055.  
_________________________________ 

Contact  President  Bob Dancer  3365 6399 
e-mail  dancerr@powerup.com.au 

 

Important dates 
 
• 17 – 25 QBA Gold coast Congress 
• 18 Feb Toowong Novice Swiss Teams 
• 4 March – Dalby Pairs 
• 4 March – Rockhampton Pairs 
• 4 March – Maryborough Swiss Pairs 
• 10-11 March – Qld Open Team Trials 
• 11 March – Toowong Novice Pairs 
• 11 March – Sunshine Coast Pairs 
 


